DEPARTMENT OF _T!'EE AREEY

REPLYTO: -
ATTENTION OF:
AFIECA " 1 April 2005
MEMORANDUM THRU
R s e £ I

- SUBJECT: Friendly Fire mide_nt,-.sx!c Anderson, Danny L., 5878, 1-9 FA, 2 BDE, 3 I.-_D,- Trag

| I Pm:smﬁt fo )GBI 6@55.’?- Amdent invesq;,a_uon.acpotﬁng an&?Recwd }aeepmg 1 am__:_ =

nght to the Ieﬂ, tmm the back to the ﬁ'ont and down. SPC‘ Anéerscm r. Cel ch 1mmcd1ate'ﬁ§cdxcai
 attention but died shortly thereafter. g

' 5 The Invesﬁganng GIﬁcer concludes that the TGP was estabhshﬁd corrcclly, the soldiers .
'Tespanded appropriately, and all soldiers were trained on both their weapons and the proper




'SUBJECT: Friendly Fire Inci

6. POCis the Staff Tudge Advocate at DS 318-847-1850,




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
REPLY 3 E R
AFZP-VF-C _ : : 27 Pebruary 2003

S myoeur inw:ﬁrgmmﬁ, alf witiigss stalenteinty w:ﬂ besworn snd written on DA Form 2823,
'_-SW Statement. If; in the course of your investigation, you come to suspect that any
m&ﬁﬁu&ls imwz m&:& zm'inunai a!"fm ﬁ:m use DA me ?ﬁSE Rs@ws ermx;g

Wil {ﬁ'mmgxmﬁwu},wwupm iaadﬁinm.
Wdﬁmm wﬂh avam} Act State: et %efm you interview them (See ﬁ*R 15-8,
Appendix B). :

-6, ldirsct you to-keep a daily chronotogy of all investigative acuvmﬁs and mmgc you to
mm!% ’mm mi@gﬂl aﬂw whmew .and a8 aﬂm 85 pecessary . In the case of any aliegeﬁ




AFZPNELC
SUBIECT: Appointoent of Investigpting Officer

7, Subshit your findings end recommendations to me on DA Foem 1574 not iwm m
m 1 Mmm M you feqtsire additional time, coondinate with me, throagh!

- -
‘Commanding

o




REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS BY INVESTIGATING OFFICER/BOARD OF OFFICERS

For use of this form, see AR 15-6; the proponent agency is OTJAG.
IF MORE SPACE IS REQUIRED IN FILLING OUT ANY PORTION OF THIS FORM, ATTACH ADDITIONAL SHEETS
] SECTION | - APPOINTMENT

ointed by

(Appointing authority)
on 27 fI:)EtB) 05 (Anach inclosure 1: Letter of appointment or summary of oral appo.rnme_ni data.) (See para 3-15, AR 15-6.)
; = i
SECTION Il - SESSIONS
The (investigarion) (board) commenced at _ . SR SORLS wiety 1) T AR IO : at ~2200hrs
T PRy, (Time)
S 27 FEB 05 _ (07 a formal board met for more than one session, check here [R. Indicate in an inclosure the time each session began and

mded the piace, persons present and absent, and explanation of absenres ifany.) The followin g persons  (members, respondents, counsel) were
prescm_ (After each name, indicate capacity, e.g., President, Recorder, Member, Legal Adwsor)

T " towing persotis . (mermbers, respondents, counsel) were absent: (Include brief explanation of each absence.) (See paras 5-2 and 5-8a, AR 156,

The (investigating officer) (board) finished gathering/hearing wideﬁﬁﬁ at 1300&5_ : ‘cn __23 March 2005

! R s (Time) . ~ (Date) :

and completed findings and recommendations at _ : _ 1300hrs - ' on __ 23 March 2005
e _ et R Oate)

i AR e ; . _‘SECTION Ill - CHECKLIST FOR PROCEEDINGS e T

A COMPLETEINALLCASES 2 SEs : - [YES

1. {Inclosures (Mra 315, .-!R 156)

Are the following mclmed and numbered comewuvely with -Roman numcrats mmc&ed in onfer listed)

a..- The Jetter of appointment or a summary of oral appomtment data?

1b: Copy of notice to respondent, if any? (See ifem 9, below)

. Other corre$ponden w:thmpondentorcounscl-'nfany" . X

d. Al nmcrwmtencommanmaum 10 or from the ppomtm,gaudnnqr" : Ei TS _ LR

X

Pas

¢
d

e. Privacy Act Statements (Certificate, if Statement provided-orally)? X
£ : Explanation by the i investigating officer or board of any unusual delays, difficulties, :rregularmes or other problems :

| encountéred (e.g., absence of material witnesses)?

. Information as to sessions of a “formal board not mcludad on page 1 of this rcport'? ! : ;
" Other significant papers (other than evidenice) relating 10 adminisirafive aspects of lbc mvcsugaunn or board? X

F_O i8: Y Explain all hegative onswers on an affached sheet. :
; i U.w q{ rba NM wfum constitutes-a pm-mw reps ion thar ihe circ es described in the question did not occur in this investipation
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Exhibits (para 3-16, AR 15-6)

NOU[NAZ|

a. Are all items offered (whether or not received) or considered as evidence individually numbered or lettered as
exhibits and attached to this report?

b. Is an index of all exhibits offered 10 or considered by investigating officer or board attached before the first exhibit?

¢. Has the testimony/statement of each witness been recorded verbatim or been reduced to written form and attached as
an exhibit?

XXl X |&

Are copies, descriptions, or deplcuons (if substituted for real or documentary evidence) properly a.uihzcmlcawd and is
the location of the original evidence indicated?

e.. Are descriptions or diagrams included of locations visited by the investigating officer or board (para 3-6b, AR 15-6)?

X

. . Is each written stipulation attached as an exhibit and is each oral stipulation either reduced to wrmng and made an

exhibit or rcoordod ina verbaum record?

2. Ir-ofﬂ_cial notice of any. ma_tter was taken over the objection of a respondent or counsel, is a statement of the matter

of which official notice was taken attached as an exhibit- (para 3-16d, AR 15-6)?

Was a quorum present when the board voted on findings and recommendations (paras 4-1 and 5-25, AR 15-6)7 .

. COMPLETE ONLY FOR FORMAL BOARD PROCEEDINGS (Chaprer 5, AR 15-6)

-| At the initial session, did the recorder read, or determine that all participants had read, the letter of : appointment (para 5-3b, AR 15-6)?

Was a quorum present at every session of the board (para 5-2b, AR 15-6)7

Was each absence of any member properly excused- (para 5-2a, AR 15-6)?

‘Were members, witnesses, reporter, and interpreter sworn, if tequired (para 3-1, AR 15-6)7

&)~ o | ol | w

I any ‘members who-voted on findings or recommendations-were Tiot present when the board rcéewad some ev:dence

-does thc mc.losure descnbe lnw they fnmlllarlz:ed themselwx with that eviderice (uara 5-2d, AR 15-6)?

C. COMPLETE ONLY IF RESPONDENT WAS DESIGNATED {Secﬂon I, G&aprers AR 15-6}

 Notice to respondents - (para 5-5, AR 15-6):

a. 'Is the method anddatc of dzlwery to the respoi:dcm md:cated on each Ierter of notification?

Name and hummss address af counse]

{Ifc r:oum'el isa Iawyer cﬁeck here ] )

b ‘Was respondent's counsel present-at all open: se&swns of the board relaung o that respondml"

c. If military counsel was requested but not made available is a'copy (or. if oral. a summary)- of l.h: request and the

'acucm taken on. it lru:ludod m the. rcport ﬁpam 5—6b AR 15~6J’

12

If the rcspandcni challenged lhe Tegal adwsor or any voting rnember for lack orlmpanmmy (pam 3- 7 AR 15-6)

|a. Wasthe chzlleuge prcperly denied and.by the appropriate: ofﬁcer"

-|'b. Did each member successfully challenged cease to participate in lhc proceeding"

Was the respondent given an opportunity 1o (para 5-8a, AR 15-6):

. Be present with his counsel at all open sessions of the board which deal with any matter which concerns that respondent?

Examine and object to the introduction of real and documentary evidence, including written stztemems"
- Object to the testimony of witnesses and Cross-examine wztm:sscs other than his own? :

. Call witnesses and. otherwise. mtroducc cvidence?

o ::.,39. A B3

.- Testify as a witness? -

J.. ‘Make or have his counsel mkc 2 final statement o -Aargument (oara 5-9, AR 15-6)?

14

-If requested, ‘did the recorder assist the respondent in obtaining evidence in possessmn of the Government and in
. arranging for the presence of witnesses {(para 5-8b, AR 15-6)?

15

Areall of the respondent’s requests and objections which were denied indicated in the report of proceedmgs or in an
'ﬂclm'ure or cﬂlibl[ o it (para 5-11, AR 15-6)7

JIES V Explain all negative answers on an attached .rfmef
2 f.Lse of me N/A column corﬂumes a positive representation that the circumistances described in the question d.'d not occur in this mvemgaﬂan
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SECTION IV - FINDINGS (para 3-10, AR 15-6)

The (investigatin cer) (board), having carcfdlly considered the evidence, finds: . e )
On o{' aboutgzozg90¥f FEB 05, while in the process of establishing a hasty traffic control point (TCP) vicinity i approximately

4km northeast of the Jisr Diyala (JD} traffic circle, a civilian vehicle approached the TCP at a high rate of speed (ExhibitK, L, N, O, Q,
S, & W). j

CP was conducted in accordance with (1AW) the Division FSOP checklist, using drill #4 -Traffic Control Point. However, there
some minor adjustments due to METT-TC and the equipment available, such as barriers and sawhorses (Exhibit AT). The TCP-was
established using bright orange cones with chemlites as a limited visibility-marking device (Exhibit N & AQ). The cones were positioned -
in such a manner as to funnel traffic into the checkpoint and search area (Exhibit AE, AF, & AG). A TCP notification sign written in-
Arabic was placed on the very first cone approximately 100m away from the checkpoint and was illuminated with a chemlite.. Two Iragi
vehicles had previously made U-turns to avoid entering the TCP validating the early warning and visibility of the checkpoint to drivers
|(Exhibit S). Moonrise for the night of 27 FEB 05 was at 2108 hours, with an illumination of 92% (Exhibit AL). Each'soldierhad the -
capability to utilize night vision devices (PVS-7As); ‘however the use of white light from the Field Atillery Ammunition Supply Vehicle
(FAASV) and flashlights available limited their use during this operation. In addition, the unit as a whole, specifically the soldiers that
- |were involved with this operation never fired their weapons at night using their Close Combat Optics, the M68 and the ACOG, ‘due‘to the
{lack of time during RSO in Kuwait (Exhibit AR &AT). Prior to commencement of the operation, deliberate Pre-Combat Checks (PCCs), |
Pre-Combat Inspections (PCIs), and rehearsals were conducted (Exhibits X & ‘AS). A timeline for the rehearsals and backbriefs as well as
the risk assessment is included in Exhibit AS. A detailed breakdown of prior training of all soldiers involved, to include weapon
qualification can be viewed in Exhibit AK, AM, AN, & AX. SPC Anderson's training included Convoy Procedures, React to Sniper Fire,
Enter and Clear a Building, and Assault a Bunker during JRTC 04-10 in September 2004. In October 2004 he qualified onhis assigned
weapon and conducted Buddy Team Live Fire at Ft. Stewart. In addition, he trained on Close Combat Live Fire, conducted an Enfry
 |trained on Vehicle Search and Seizure, Road Block Operations, and Personal Escort Operations during Right Seat Rid
|Cavalry Division on February 2005 in Baghdad. In addition, on this evening SPC Anderson's sectior had already successfu
‘|one hasty TCP at the Jist Diyala Traffic:©~sgle. With civilian traffic adjusting their traffic pattern to avoid the TCP as repor .
- “Jhelicopter working in support of:the ‘element, the battery commander ordered SPC Anderson's section to exécute the - plann
|move, but to establish the next TCP &t . .. I s R T el

ctive throughout the evening with small arms fire steadily being reported and the occasional marking flare,:
ght sky indicating that the action of the vehicle was hostile as statad in Exhibit AR & AT id
e TCP and before final leader checks were complete denying | - ithe opp
Exhibit AU). As the soldiers assunied their positions; the hing vehicle was identifi
1, located at the front of the TCP, tried.fo-sienal the vehi slow down by waving chen i
ive.. They immediately notified: -~ the senior leader on the ground, that the veh
that it was going to stop. | .~ {tmomordered them 1o “stop the vehicle” (Exhibit N, O, & W). The
oldiers tr gnal the vehicle to stop by using Arabic and American hand signals (Exhibit K, O, & S), but that method was |
ecither. The soldjers then-started to shout "Awgaf, Awgaf" (Exhibit K, O, & S), but the vehicle still proceeded toward the
speed. Although! - 'was in control of the TCP, he did not have enough time 10 give his soldiers the command to
pon.- Although several eyewiness-accounts place the speed of the Iragi vehicle at 70mph , I suspect that the vehicle was -
tely S0mph. Even at 50mph (75ft/sec). the Iraqi vehicle closed the 100m distance in less than 4 sec, There
ith Jethal force by the tim  noticed how close the vehicle was to the TCP (Exhibit AU). .

" | Anti-Iragi Forces were
~|green, illumir :

i
ime: " noticed

ION V - RECOMMENDATIONS ‘(para 3-11, AR I5:6)
_ i officer) (board) recommends: S B e :
-|Th [ z thi includes an Iraqi vehicle being operated by aniilliterate, nearly blind, unlicensed driver.
| Second, the location of the TCP. was on a road without street lights and the moonrise was not until 2108hrs resulting in limited visibility.
|In addition, the enemy activity in the area of operations was steadily being reported throughout the night causing the soldiers to increase
theis tevel of alérimess. This 4 oo St SINE-LhE s0lcy ncrea

nsion, resulted in the soldiers quickl ng the vehicle was hostile. e, T
d be made on the TCP. Finally, with the direction of fire from e and| %
cle from SPC Anderson, and the preliminary results of a compelcmmeaicar examiner; 1t 15
through SPC Anderson was a result of a ricochet. As the investigating officer, I Have

3 examined all evidence gathered and deterr this incident was more than likely caused by a ricochet round. However, there is 2

Jpossiblity st SFC Adersoin:$ death was. & fesult of difest fire from friendly forces, . : 5 ;
{Recommendation: No disciplinary action be taken against the soldiers involved in SPC Anderson’s death. As detailed in this investigation
the chain of command ensured the soldicrs were properly prepared 10 execute their assigned mission. The soldiers were trained on the -
execution of traffic control points and the mission conducted during the TOA with 1-161 IN, and on this very evening the same team had
|already successfully executed one TCP- in the vicinity of the Jisr. Diyala Traffic Circle. The soldiers involved were qualified on their.
{assigned weapon and acted IAW the established Rules of Engagement for Iraq. - Leaders conducied detailed refizar=nle skt *acluded actions
{on contact and conducted PCCs and PCIs. - While the incident that occurred on the evening of 27 February al 4is tragic, it
occurred as a result of SPC Anderson being struck by a ricochet round whent .o jand} % o T ingaged an oncoming car that
was believed to be hostile, but was in fact being driven by an unlicensed, illitcrare; ana 'Ea'nialls'r urmid elderly Iragi male. As with every
mission conducted by the Battalion, the unit AARs it's operation to discern procedures that are working well and those that need to be
improved. -The battalion is already incorporating the recommendations contained in the AAR for this mission, a copy of which is enclosed
at Tab AAR. Several specific actions are being taken to prevent this from happening in the future. These include: limited visibility - -
weapon training at Butler Range Complex to familiarize soldiers with the ACOG and M68 at night and the corresponding loss:in peripheral
|vision, use of PLS flatracks with barrier material preloaded to funnel traffic, increase use of high inténsity spotli his on TCPs, useof =
s~ Tags Eﬁc@d-in a row for speed bumps, purchase of portable directional tire spikes to stop cars from turning around, use of collapsible

! u HMMWYVs, use of heavy tracked vehicles up front near the STOP line, keep'dismounts in the search area, .and adjust priorities of
».h kl;g_that‘as'sigumem and the subsequent acknowledgement of sectors of fire is accomplished before vehicles begin to arrive at the "
checkpoint.
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Continued from page 3 Section IV - Findings) _ o
g&s a re?uh, S ; fired a warning Is?l%st away from the vehicle in an open field to the left of him {Fxhibit K, N, O, & §). With the
. v on - began to fire their weanons

vehicle not siowirig ¢own and quickly closing the distance to their position, R AT . i _
(Exhibit K, N,0, & W). - ~+ " thad a M16A2 and expended a full 3v rounu inagasiie Juvo e vehicle (Exhibit R). | 5
had a M249 SAW and expeuucw & full cartridge containing 125 rounds of linked 5.56mm (Exhibit R). SPC Anderson was locatea benind
1 777" liandt  _ 4during the shooting. Once the vehicle was within 50m of these two soldiers, they displaced to an alternate
wogposite tne gifeciion of travel of the vehicle (right flank) (Exhibit 5).
At this time, two more soldiers, . .. _ ., begantoengage the vehicle (Exhibit S & W) because it was still approaching
at high speed and was now inside the checknoint (Exhibit AE & AG). | was positioned at the front of the FAASV to the right
rear of SPC Anderson (Exhibit § & AO);] - j was initially locatea on tnie right side of the FAASV but then moved to the left rear
of the FAASY to seek cover (Exhibit A, U, & W).” Both service members had M16A2s and expended 3 rounds each into the vehicle
(Exhibit R, S, & W). During the shootiing, the vehicle broke through the checkpoint and continued in the directinn nf SPC-Andarean..,

(Exhibit AE & AG). As SPC Anderson attempted to evade the vehicle by moving to his left, knowing that: and| \were

to his right flank and engaging the vehicle, he was struck by a ricochet round. The vehicle veered off the road coming (o an abrupt stop in
a ditch running parallel to the road approximately 10 feet from where SPC Anderson had been standing (Exhibit AG). The engagement -

lasted for no more than 30 seconds as stated in Exhibit S & AW; with 160 rounds of 5.56mm fired into the vehicle. The soldiers who fired
their weapons claim that they continued to fire until the vehicle came to a stop and no longer posed a threat.

As indicated by | . |, Medical Examiner, in Dover AFB, in the preliminary autopsy report, SPC Anderson’s wound is .
consistent with "pemg striick by a ricochet round” (Exhibit AY). From the autopgﬁuepgrtj._ the direction of the round traveled through SPC|
Anderson's body from the right to the left, from the back to the front and down. This indicates that the projectile most likely originated

| from either, : .~ ... s weapon ricocheting off the vehicle and striking SPC Anderson. As a result, numerous

Arteries, Velus; A TISCICS WCre uassegv Causing the death of SPC Anderson. In addition, according to the trace evidence from the
|autopsy, a deformed fragment of copper jacket with portion of gray core attached and a steel conical penetrator from beneath'the skin of .

- |the lower left abdomen was recovered. - -
' en g SR (Bxhibit BA), the possibility of this incident being a result of a direct engagement is
- after considering all mecviuénce gathered to date, 1o include the-autopsy report from a competent medical
d that SPC Anderson was more than likely struck by a ricochet round. From the place where the
' » it is likely that a round ricoche;
jurme snortunstanss-vernweenl SPC Anderson, the vehicle Il
peed and was able to penetrate through SPC Ande body.. Al :, g tement |
itnessed a few rounds ricochet off the vehicle. In addition, with the roung-enering irom the right o -
proves that SPC Anderson was moving towards his left allowing the round to enter-his body
that SPC Anderson was ve :
e large pipe to avoid being hit by the car..

ery aware that all the shooting Was coming from his right giving him ng

1,
(e

e ‘began accountability procedures of his fa=a- “t2 immediately saw SPC Anderson lying -
ﬂb}!ﬁ@iﬁiﬁit‘m_,_;__In:lt:ss_:_man“ﬁo seconds-amedic; 7 - ot %Wasgon-'sil,cfroviding;;mdiqa;; o,

-\ SPC Anderson initially had a faint pulse but quickly stopped breathing (Exhibit -

that time, : .. \inserreaa 3~ tuuc10 prevent SPC Anderson's tongue from blockine his airway. . He then removed =
-|SBC Anderson's flai vest, where fie noticed the wound on the lower left quadrant of the abdomen. . -~ .- then transferred SPC
}Anderson onito a litter where he immediately noticed that SPC Anderson stopped breathing. . rmiuaed rescue breathing
and eventually conducted 2 cycles o , but SPC Anderson lost his pulse (Exhibit AV). Itwasmer aerermined {0 air medevac
SPCAnderson onto a litter where he immediately noticed that SPC Anderson stopped breathing. | - . iinitiate
breathing and eventually conducted 2 cycles of CPR, but SPC Anderson lost his pulse (Exhibit Avy. 11w en deter

|medevac SPC Anderson from the scene. | . - Jade several atempts o call an air vac u
sheriff net, but conld nat oat a response (Eamurcsvow). Al that point, he decided to ground medevac SPC Anderson
aid stationat, - ' | SPC‘Anderson arrived at the aid station.with no pulse and his eyes were fixed and dil:
& V). CPR was muateq ana continued for approximately a minute and a half (Exhibit V). He was then reassessed by
determined that SPC Anderson was not responding to resuscitation efforts (Exhibit T, U, & V). SPC Anderson was PIONOUTCED (
2108 FEB .05 (Exhibits U, V, & AD). i ey i s

After further investigation that night at the TCP, it was determined that the Iraqi national driving the civilian vehicle was not armed with a |
Jweapon (Exhibits N, M, O, P, Q, & S). Therefore, it was very possible that this incident resulted from a ricochet originating froma

d it was |

cad at 27

| friendly firer engaging the target vehicle as it attempted to run the TCP. :

I interviewed the Iraqi National (IN) that drove the vehicle thronoh the TCP. His name is{ -+ 14y and he is 75yrs old.
He was coming from the Abuthaila District and going home to : ./ During the interview, he admitted that he is unable to read .
 |and write Arabic (Exhibit AP). He also admitted that he has very poor eycsight. He does not wear prescription glasses and cannot see pasy
<150 meters, which equates 1o less than 2 seconds of reaction time based on his estimated speed.. His last eye exam was 2 years ago. ‘He
{doesn't have a driver's license, and he admits that he has been operating a vehicle while unqualified for over 40 years. He claims he
doesn't drink alcohol and had no weapons in his vehicle at the time he attempted to run the TCP. He also claims that he didn't see any
orange cones, chemlites, and signs that indicated that a TCP was being conducted. He didn't hear el ©' .+ |shout
" Awgaf, Awgaf" nor did he see the hand signals for "stop” presented by - _Finally, the wraur ciyman ciauns oc was ariving his
vehicle at a speed of 20 mph and stopped his vehicle when he heard the warmng snot fired by! i. (Exhibit AP).




SECTION VI - AUTHENTICATION (para 3-17, AR 15-6)

THIS REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE. {If any voting member or the recorder fails to sign here or in Section VII
below, indicate the reason in the space where his signature should appear.)

(Recorder) : 5 ; (Im;'.‘rfgaffng Officer) (President) -

(Member) : . _ {Member}
(Member) {Meimber)

e s ssc‘nou Vil - MINORITY REPOR'!‘ (para 3-13, AR 15-6) _

To the extent indicated inInclosure . , the undersignéd do(cs) not concur in the findings and recommendations of the bo:m:l

; {In the inclosure, identify by number each finding ¢ finding and/or recommendation-in which the dissenting member(s) do(es) not concur. State the
reasons for di.sagremm: Addmona!fmbmnde findings and/or recomendaaam may be included in the inclosure.) :

(Member}

_ appointi i 2 oﬁicer or board for ﬁmber pmceea‘mgs or'
co _'__ e amon, a.'rad: :har conaspmdence rara mmmwy. #oml) asa numbered Inclosure.) s
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._.o_u>oﬁ io ns atJD ._.H_ﬁm"mmﬂo_ Circle

TCP'sign ~_

1

Direction of

warning m:_on._.__a_.ma, :

SPC Anderson saw
the vehicle as a threat
and moved to the left

® Cones w/ chemlites

: _.____.oc:am and n_rm:
took cover Um:_:n_
the FAASV -

“vehicle

Civilian

| Directionof

Ty | Travel

C Anderson

msn Q_mw_mn.@n _ss_m_:ms.
position as it entered the TCP

D_E%oa_ of the round as
is traveled towards SPC
Anderson

~ heard the
m:oﬁ.mma decided to
take cover and fire
from his new position
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